LESSONNOTES

WEEK 1 | LOVE

May 17 & 19, 2019
22The

Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control.
There is no law against these things!
Galatians 5:22 – 23
19If

the Lord Jesus is willing, I hope to send Timothy to you soon for a
visit. Then he can cheer me up by telling me how you are getting along.
20I have no one else like Timothy, who genuinely cares about your
welfare. 21All the others care only for themselves and not for what matters
to Jesus Christ. 22But you know how Timothy has proved himself. Like a son
with his father, he has served with me in preaching the Good News. 23I
hope to send him to you just as soon as I find out what is going to happen
to me here. 24And I have confidence from the Lord that I myself will come
to see you soon.
Philippians 2:19 – 24
“Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are My
disciples.”
Jesus in John 13:35

1. A life of love is rooted in Jesus Christ.
You know what I was like when I followed the Jewish religion—how I
violently persecuted God’s church. I did my best to destroy it.
Galatians 1:13
2My

heart is filled with bitter sorrow and unending grief 3for my people,
my Jewish brothers and sisters. I would be willing to be forever cursed—
cut off from Christ!—if that would save them.
Romans 9:2 – 3
Christ is also the head of the church, which is His body. He is the
beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So He is first in
everything.
Colossians1:18
37“You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul,
and all your mind. 38This is the first and greatest commandment.”
Jesus in Matthew 22:37 – 38

In Him we live and move and exist.

Acts 17:28

Christ is all that matters.

Colossians 3:11

If we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have
fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanses us
from all sin.
1 John 1:7

2. A life of love reaches a wide variety of people.
•

They came from different backgrounds.

•

They were different ages.

•

They had different conversions.

You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they
have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by
trusting in Christ Jesus.
2 Timothy 3:15

•

They had different personalities.

3. A life of love is required for continuing spiritual growth.
•

You

need

relationships

with

other

Christians

for

encouragement in tough times.
9Two

people are better off than one, for they can help each other
succeed. 10If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But
someone who falls alone is in real trouble. 11Likewise, two people lying
close together can keep each other warm. But how can one be warm
alone? 12A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but
two can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a
triple-braided cord is not easily broken.
Ecclesiastes 4:9 – 12

•

You

need

relationships

with

other

Christians

for

accountability in tempting times.
4. A life of love is revealed by sacrifice.
If the Lord Jesus is willing, I hope to send Timothy to you soon for a visit.
Then he can cheer me up by telling me how you are getting along.
Philippians 2:19
Love does not demand its own way.

1 Corinthians 13:5

3Don’t

be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of
others as better than yourselves. 4Don’t look out only for your own
interests, but take an interest in others, too.
Philippians 2:3 – 4
25Meanwhile,

I thought I should send Epaphroditus back to you. He is
a true brother, co-worker, and fellow soldier. And he was your messenger
to help me in my need. 26I am sending him because he has been longing
to see you, and he was very distressed that you heard he was ill. 27And he
certainly was ill; in fact, he almost died. But God had mercy on him—and
also on me, so that I would not have one sorrow after another. 28So I am
all the more anxious to send him back to you, for I know you will be glad
to see him, and then I will not be so worried about you. 29Welcome him
with Christian love and with great joy, and give him the honor that people
like him deserve. 30For he risked his life for the work of Christ, and he was at
the point of death while doing for me what you couldn’t do from far
away.
Philippians 2:25 - 30
“God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16
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