LESSONNOTES
September 6 & 8, 2019

The foundations of law and order have collapsed. What can the
righteous do?
Psalm 11:3
Since this new way gives us such confidence, we can be very bold.
2 Corinthians 3:12

1. Our confidence comes from trusting Jesus, not self for
daily strength.
Are we beginning to praise ourselves again? Are we like others, who
need to bring you letters of recommendation, or who ask you to write such
letters on their behalf? Surely not! The only letter of recommendation we need
is you yourselves. Your lives are a letter written in our hearts; everyone can
read it and recognize our good work among you. Clearly, you are a letter
from Christ showing the result of our ministry among you. This “letter” is written
not with pen and ink, but with the Spirit of the living God. It is carved not on
tablets of stone, but on human hearts.
2 Corinthians 3:1 – 3
We are confident of all this because of our great trust in God through
Christ. It is not that we think we are qualified to do anything on our own. Our
qualification comes from God.
2 Corinthians 3:4 – 5
The Lord is my light and my salvation—so why should I be afraid? The Lord
is my fortress, protecting me from danger, so why should I tremble? When evil
people come to devour me, when my enemies and foes attack me, they will
stumble and fall. Though a mighty army surrounds me, my heart will not be
afraid. Even if I am attacked, I will remain confident.
Psalm 27:1 – 3
The first time I was brought before the judge, no one came with me.
Everyone abandoned me. May it not be counted against them. But the Lord
stood with me and gave me strength so that I might preach the Good News
in its entirety for all the Gentiles to hear. And He rescued me from certain
death. Yes, and the Lord will deliver me from every evil attack and will bring
me safely into His heavenly Kingdom. All glory to God forever and ever!
Amen.
2 Timothy 4:16 – 18

I can do everything through Christ, Who gives me strength.
Philippians 4:13

2. Our confidence comes from depending on grace not
law for salvation.
He has enabled us to be ministers of His new covenant. This is a covenant
not of written laws, but of the Spirit. The old written covenant ends in death;
but under the new covenant, the Spirit gives life.
2 Corinthians 3:6
Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—
the Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a human being could He
die, and only by dying could He break the power of the devil, who had the
power of death. Only in this way could He set free all who have lived their
lives as slaves to the fear of dying.
Hebrews 2:14 – 15
The old way, with laws etched in stone, led to death, though it began
with such glory that the people of Israel could not bear to look at Moses’
face. For his face shone with the glory of God, even though the brightness
was already fading away. Shouldn’t we expect far greater glory under the
new way, now that the Holy Spirit is giving life? If the old way, which brings
condemnation, was glorious, how much more glorious is the new way, which
makes us right with God!
2 Corinthians 3:7 – 9
God saved you by His grace when you believed. And you can’t take
credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things
we have done, so none of us can boast about it.
Ephesians 2:8 – 9

3. Our confidence comes from focus on character not
reputation for contentment.
We are not like Moses, who put a veil over his face so the people of Israel
would not see the glory fading away. But the people’s minds were hardened,
and to this day whenever the old covenant is being read, the same veil
covers their minds so they cannot understand the truth. And this veil can be
removed only by believing in Christ. Yes, even today when they read Moses’
writings, their hearts are covered with that veil, and they do not understand.
But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, then the veil is taken away. For the
Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. So all
of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the
Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like Him as we
are changed into His glorious image.
2 Corinthians 3:13 – 18

Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone;
a new life has begun!
2 Corinthians 5:17
Make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith
with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient
endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, and godliness with
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone. The more
you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 1:5 – 8
That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are
being renewed every day.
2 Corinthians 4:16
“I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in Me, and I in
them, will produce much fruit. For apart from Me you can do nothing.”
Jesus in John 15:5
Since this new way gives us such confidence, we can be very bold.
2 Corinthians 3:12
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